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fatal to the oonoeption as an explanatory hypothesis, there is nothing to
b« laid against the way in which the idea is worked out, and the chapter on
the Levels of Redintegration Response is not uninteresting from the
point of view of general psychology.

It is however far the facts rather than for the theories to be found in it
that tie book will be helpful

W. WHATELY SMITH.

Military Psychiatry in Peace aad War. By C. STAHTOBD BKAD, M.D.
(Lond.). With two charts. London: Lewis & Co., 1920. Pp. vi,
168.

Of tiie many psychological books resulting from the War, this is one of
the best; for the writer is fully equipped in normal and morbid psy-
chology ; he has had charge of neurological wards and has visited all the
war mental hospitals in France and Great Britain. The book is at once a
contribution to the positive study of insanity and an important com-
mentary on the " psychogenioorigin" of the pjychoses. "Those who take-
up an essentially materialistio standpoint see the essential factors in the
toxins prodnoed by disease and exhaustion, in the inhalAtions of noxious
gases, in the-effects of direct or indirect concussion brought about by
high explosives. Others believe that the main bulk of the psychoses are
psychogenio in origin and look to mental oonfliot as the great factor to
study. I hold this latter view-point and shall endeavour to show that
this is as true in the psychoses of war as it U of peace " (p. 25). Dr. Read
first analyses the psychology of the soldier. The chapter is an illuminat-
ing practical application of Freudian views." He comment** on the con-
fusions due to the failure of the academic alienists of the past to
distinguish between the insanities proper and the psycho-neuroses.
" Before the Commission which sat to enquire into the recruiting problem,
in the evidence given by the military authorities, the opinion was freely
expressed that if a man was fit enough to do any form of work in civil
life, he was fit to do that work in the army. Never was there a greater
fallacy. Large numbers of cases which have been returned from oversea*
with psychopathic symptoms freely illustrate the falsity of this statement.
The mental factor has not had anything like the consideration it should
have received " (p. 24). These ideas are applied in detail to leading forms
of insanity, for example, dementia prsecox, paranoid states, confusional
states, manio depressive states, mental deficiency, alooholio psychoses,
epilepsy and epileptdo psychoses, psycho-neurotic disorders, malingering,
suicide—all as affected by wax conditions. The book is well documented
from other researches From every point of view, it deserves to be placed
among the best handbooks of psychiatry.

W. L. M.

Ptyehologie dt VEnfant et P&agogit ExpdrimentaU. By Dr. ED-
CLAPAB£DB, Professor of Geneva University. Eighth edition, with
a complementary preface. Geneva : Kondig, 1920. Pp. 1 + 570.

This new edition of Claparede's well-known work on educational psychology
contains an introduction of considerable length in which the author en-
deavours to define clearly his attitude towards his subject. He urges that
education must be established upon a scientific basis which takes " know-
ledge of the child" for a starting-point. Hitherto emphasis has been
laid upon the subject taught rather than upon the child to whom it is
taught Thus we discuss whether education should be classical, scientific
or vocational, and ignore the most important consideration of all, t.e , that
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no scheme of education can succeed which is not adapted to the mental and
moral life of the child.

Olaparfede deals in detail with current objections against "scientific
sdajHMiv":— '
1. The " common sense" objection that the power of judging and

weighing educational values possessed by the ordinary individual is
adequate will not hold good, for on every educational problem that has
been proposed " common sense " gives conflicting verdicts.

2. ft is true that the best educators are born rather than made ; but at
the same time the teacher needs exact knowledge of his craft, just as the
" born musician " needs a knowledge of technique in music.

3. Some say that " experience is the best and only school". What is
really required is a knowledge of the way to profit by experience, and that
knowledge demands of the teacher a study of the human material with
which he has to deal.

Clapar&de points out that the demand for the application of experimental
psychology to education has come mainly from the teachers themselves, who
are of all people the best acquainted with the defects of the present state
of affairs.

The book as a whole is by now too well known to need detailed descrip-
tion. It contains a vast mass of material, some of which is perhaps rather
uncritically reported, but most of which is interesting. The presentation
is clear, and what general discussion is entered upon is for the most part
extremely well-conducted. It may safely be said that there is hardly
another book which oontains so much information of use to the psycho-
logically-minded teacher ; and the information given is always expressed in
a most attractive and suggestive manner.

F. C. B.

PertvnlicKheit wid Weltantchauuiu): ptychologitehe Untertuthungm zu
Religion, Kunti ttnd Philosophic. By RICHABD MDLLER-FKEUNFBLS.
Leipzig and Berlin : B. G. Teubner, 1919. Pp. xii, 274.

This work, which the Preface assures us was substantially oomplflte when
the War broke out, is a singularly well documented and persuasive plea for
what the author calls ' psychological relativism,' meaning thereby what is
otherwise known as personalism or humanism. It aims at showing "to
an extent not hitherto attempted, that a man's Weltanschauung is the
neoessary result of the psychological endowment his life reveals " (p. 284).
It attains its aim by distinguishing a number of psychological types and
tendencies, such as meA of feeling, action and thought, depressed and
-exalted, dynamic and static, aggressive and pacific, visualising, audile and
motor, concrete and abstract, pluralistic and monistic, types, tracing their
manifestations historically in the actual lives and works of artists, philoso-
phers and religious leaders, and concluding with a more detailed study of the
personality of Lather, Goethe, Wagner, Ddrer, and Kant, and its influence
upon their work. The book U well written, and makes out its case. It
should prove a valuable corrective of the one-sided, fanatical and ex-
aggerated ' absolutism' that was rampant in the German philosophic world
before the War, all the more on account of its conciliatory, and even
apologetic, tone. At the same time the author contends that his
relativism is not scepticism ; it merely recognises the facts that truths
for man are not absolute, that no single doctrine is valid for literally all
and that the various ultimate attitudes towards the world are irrefutable,
and appeal variously to different characters, and it leaves open the possibility
that the total truth may eventually be composed by collecting together
the personal views of all (p. 273). He might well have added two more
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